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Venue: Seminar Hall, Miranda House, University of Delhi, Delhi

A seminar on the theme “Constitution and its Philosophy” was organised on 09 September 2026
at the Seminar Hall of Miranda House, University of Delhi. The programme was organised
through a collaborative initiative of the Department of Philosophy, Miranda House, University of
Delhi, the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre (DAIC), Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment, Government of India, and the Hindustani Bhasha Akademi. The seminar sought
to examine the Indian Constitution not merely as a legal and political document but as a
profound philosophical articulation of the ideals of justice, liberty, equality, fraternity, dignity
and democratic citizenship. The deliberations particularly focused on the contemporary
relevance of constitutional philosophy and the responsibility of the younger generation in
preserving and advancing constitutional values.The programme brought together eminent
academicians, scholars, administrators and students, creating an academic platform for
meaningful discussion on the philosophical foundations of the Indian Constitution.
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The programme commenced with a
warm welcome to the distinguished
guests, faculty members, scholars
and students. The gathering was
formally welcomed by Dr. Raj
Verma, Associate Professor,
Department of Philosophy, Miranda
House, who also served as the
Teacher-in-Charge. The inaugural
ceremony began with lighting of
lamp, symbolising the illumination
of  knowledge, wisdom and
intellectual inquiry. The dignitaries
joined in the ceremonial lighting of
the lamp, marking the formal
commencement of the seminar. The
presence of representatives from the
Dr. Ambedkar International Centre,
Hindustani Bhasha Akademi and
Miranda House reflected the
collaborative  character of the
programme  and its  shared
commitment to promoting awareness
of India's  constitutional and
philosophical heritage.

In his address, Col. Akash Patil, Director, Dr. Ambedkar
International Centre, emphasised the continuing relevance of the
Constitution in understanding the idea of a just and inclusive
India. The discussion placed particular emphasis on Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar's contribution to the making of the Constitution and
his larger vision of social democracy. The Constitution was
viewed not simply as a framework for governance but as an
instrument for transforming social relations and ensuring dignity
and equal citizenship. The address highlighted that
constitutional democracy becomes meaningful only when its
principles reach everyday social life. Equality before law, social
justice, individual dignity and fraternity therefore need to be
understood as living values rather than merely constitutional
terminology. The importance of constitutional awareness among
young citizens was also underlined. In the contemporary digital
environment, young people encounter questions of equality,
freedom of expression, privacy, discrimination and social
inclusion in entirely new forms. Constitutional literacy,
therefore, becomes essential for responsible citizenship.




Mr. Sudhakar Pathak, President, Hindustani Bhasha
Akademi, reflected on the relationship between language,
society and democratic consciousness. His address
highlighted the importance of making constitutional ideas
accessible to ordinary citizens through Indian languages. A
Constitution can become truly participatory only when its
fundamental principles are understood beyond specialised
legal and academic circles. The discussion also brought
attention to the role of language in strengthening
democratic dialogue. Constitutional values such as justice,
equality and fraternity acquire greater social significance
when they are communicated in a language that people can
understand and relate to. The role of educational and
cultural  institutions in  developing  constitutional
consciousness among young people was also emphasised.

—

Prof. (Dr.) Bijayalaxmi Nanda, Principal, Miranda House, spoke about the significance of
constitutional values in the context of higher education and contemporary society. She
emphasised that educational institutions have a crucial responsibility in nurturing citizens who
are intellectually independent, socially responsible and sensitive to questions of justice and
equality. The Constitution, in this context, was discussed as a framework that enables individuals
to understand both their rights and responsibilities. The university space provides an important
environment for students to question, debate and critically engage with constitutional ideals. The
discussion also highlighted the significance of constitutional values for young women and
students in particular, especially in relation to equality, dignity, freedom, educational opportunity
and social participation.




Dr. Reena Kannnojiya brought a philosophical dimension to the discussion by examining the
Constitution in relation to fundamental questions concerning justice, freedom, equality and
human dignity. The deliberation highlighted that constitutional philosophy cannot be separated
from broader philosophical questions: What constitutes a just society? What does equality
actually mean? How should individual liberty be balanced with social responsibility? And what
kind of society should democratic institutions seek to create? The Constitution was consequently
approached as a text that embodies a normative vision of society. The philosophical perspective
also encouraged students to look beyond constitutional provisions and examine the ethical
assumptions underlying constitutional democracy. Dr. Aniket Jaiswal, Assistant Professor,
Department of Philosophy, Miranda House, focused on the contemporary relevance of
constitutional philosophy and its relationship with the lives of young citizens. The discussion
particularly resonated with the changing social and technological environment in which today's
youth live. Questions concerning digital freedom, privacy, identity, equality, social media,
misinformation and responsible expression were considered as contemporary extensions of
constitutional questions. The Constitution, therefore, was presented as a framework that remains
relevant even as society undergoes rapid technological and cultural transformation.

One of the significant dimensions emerging from the seminar was the relationship between
constitutional values and Generation Z. For today's young generation, constitutional questions
are not restricted to Parliament, courts or textbooks. They appear in everyday experiences—on
social media, in educational institutions, workplaces and digital communities. For Gen Z, the
ideas of freedom of expression, equality, dignity, privacy and non-discrimination have acquired
new dimensions in the digital age. At the same time, constitutional freedom must be
accompanied by responsibility. The younger generation was therefore viewed not merely as the
future of constitutional democracy, but as an active participant in its present. The seminar
provided an opportunity for students and faculty members to engage with the speakers on
questions relating to constitutional morality, social justice, equality, freedom and the
contemporary challenges confronting democratic societies. The interaction demonstrated
considerable student interest in understanding the Constitution from perspectives extending
beyond conventional legal interpretation. The discussions also established an important
connection between philosophy and public life, demonstrating how philosophical inquiry can
contribute to a deeper understanding of constitutional democracy.

As part of the programme, the visiting delegates also had the opportunity to visit the Library of
Miranda House. The visit provided an opportunity to appreciate the institution's rich academic
resources and its contribution to teaching, research and intellectual development. The library
visit also complemented the theme of the seminar by highlighting the importance of access to
knowledge and scholarly resources in developing informed and critical citizens. The delegates
subsequently visited the Samvidhan Udyan (Constitution Garden) of Miranda House. The visit
provided a meaningful extension to the academic deliberations of the seminar. The Constitution
Garden serves as a space for engaging with the ideals and values associated with the Indian
Constitution in an educational and accessible environment. The visit encouraged participants to
reflect upon constitutional values such as justice, liberty, equality, fraternity and dignity, and
their relevance in contemporary social life. It also provided an opportunity to connect classroom-
based philosophical discussions with a more experiential understanding of constitutional
consciousness. The visit to the Samvidhan Udyan at Miranda House also provided an



opportunity to reflect upon the contribution of women in the making of the Constitution of India.
The participants recalled that 15 women were members of the Constituent Assembly,
representing diverse regions, social backgrounds and political experiences. The contributions of
Sarojini Naidu, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, Sucheta Kripalani, Hansa Mehta,
Renuka Ray, Durgabai Deshmukh, Begum Aizaz Rasul, Purnima Banerji, Ammu Swaminathan,
Dakshayani Velayudhan, Malati Choudhury, Kamla Chowdhry, Leela Roy and Annie Mascarene
remain an important part of India's constitutional history. Their participation demonstrates that
the making of the Indian Constitution was not exclusively a male endeavour. These women
contributed to debates concerning fundamental rights, equality, social reform, education,
women's status and the nature of democratic citizenship. Their presence in the Constituent
Assembly also provides an important historical perspective for contemporary discussions on
women's participation in public life. The reflection on these “15 women of the Constituent
Assembly” was particularly relevant for the students of Miranda House and connected
meaningfully with the seminar's larger discussion on Constitution, philosophy, equality and
social justice. The combined visit to the Library and Samvidhan Udyan added an important
academic and experiential dimension to the programme, reinforcing the broader objective of
promoting constitutional literacy, philosophical inquiry and awareness of democratic values
among young citizens.

The programme concluded with the Vote of Thanks delivered by Dr. Raj Verma, Associate
Professor, Department of Philosophy, Miranda House. Dr. Verma expressed his gratitude to all
the distinguished dignitaries, speakers, faculty members, scholars and students for their
participation and valuable contribution to the seminar. He acknowledged the collaborative efforts
of Miranda House, the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment, Government of India, and Hindustani Bhasha Akademi in bringing together an
intellectually meaningful discussion on the Constitution and its philosophical foundations. He
also appreciated the active participation of the students and emphasised the importance of
continuing such academic engagements, particularly for encouraging young minds to engage
critically with the Constitution and its values. The seminar concluded with a shared recognition
that the Constitution is not merely a document of governance but a living philosophical



commitment to justice, equality, liberty, dignity and fraternity. The discussions further
reaffirmed that strengthening constitutional democracy requires continuous dialogue between
institutions, scholars and the younger generation.

The seminar on “Constitution and its Philosophy” successfully created an interdisciplinary
platform for reflecting upon the philosophical foundations and contemporary relevance of the
Indian Constitution. By bringing together philosophy, constitutional values, social justice,
education, language and the concerns of Gen Z, the programme offered a broader understanding
of constitutional democracy. The event concluded with the message that constitutional values
become meaningful not merely through their presence in a constitutional text, but through their
active practice in society and their transmission to every new generation of citizens.
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